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The development of extracapsular cataract extraction with insertion of an intraocular lens has undoubtedly been one of medical science's greatest advances in the rehabilitation of vision. It has also lead to vigorous debates within and without the profession about the efficacy of the procedure and its cost-benefit ratio. Criticism directed toward cataract surgery, both by those in the medical profession and those in governmental agencies, must be addressed if ophthalmologists are going to continue to be able to meet the needs of their patients.